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NOTES  FOR  THE  COMMENTATOR 

1.  During  Holy  Week  the  commentator  should  be  a priest  or  a 
very  well  instructed  and  articulate  layman. 

2.  It  is  the  function  of  the  commentator  to  help  the  congregation 
comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  ceremony.  He  should  not  detract  from 
the  role  of  the  celebrant. 

3.  This  commentary  should  be  used  with  the  booklet  which  the 
people  are  following.  The  commentator  may  read  the  remarks  printed 
here  at  appropriate  times  and  then  indicate  the  corresponding  pages 
in  the  booklet. 

4.  The  directions  for  standing,  sitting,  and  kneeling  are  very  gen- 
eral in  this  commentary.  Those  which  are  indicated  in  the  booklet  used 
by  the  people  should  be  followed. 

5.  When  it  is  permitted  to  read  the  lessons  in  the  vernacular,  they 
may  be  read  by  the  commentator. 

6.  During  the  veneration  of  the  cross  the  commentator  may  lead 
the  people  in  the  vernacular  “reproaches”  which  are  to  be  found  in 
the  booklets. 

GOOD  FRIDAY  COMMENTARY 

TO  BE  READ  BEFORE  THE  SERVICE  BEGINS 

We  are  all  about  to  share  in  the  celebration  of  the  Good  Friday 
Liturgy.  Above  all,  this  is  a day  of  mourning,  a day  of  prayerful  con- 
templation of  the  cross  on  which  Christ,  the  victim  for  our  sins,  was 
sacrificed. 

To  impress  us  with  a sense  of  sorrow  and  desolation,  the  Church 
does  not  allow  the  celebration  of  Mass  today.  However,  we  are  per- 
mitted to  receive  Holy  Communion  in  order  that  we  might  unite  our- 
selves to  Christ  our  crucified  savior  not  only  by  prayer  but  also  by  the 
reception  of  His  own  Body  and  Blood. 
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The  entire  liturgical  atmosphere  in  the  Church  today  is  one  of 
bareness  and  desolation.  Before  our  eyes  we  see  the  stripped  altar,  a 
symbol  of  the  disobedient  Adam’s  nakedness  after  the  Fall,  and  also 
a symbol  of  the  obedient  Christ’s  nakedness  as  He  hung  upon  the  cross 
for  our  salvation. 

Today’s  service  consists  of  four  parts: 

1.  Readings  from  the  Bible  in  order  that  we  might  be  instructed 
on  the  mysteries  of  Christ’s  passion  and  death. 

2.  Solemn  prayers  in  which  we  ask  God’s  blessing  upon  the 
Church,  the  Pope,  ourselves,  our  civil  rulers,  and  others. 

3.  Solemn  adoration  of  the  cross  which  is  the  symbol  of  our  sal- 
vation. 

4.  Reception  of  Holy  Communion  which  not  only  reminds  us  of 
Christ’s  passion  and  death  but  also  unites  us  to  Him  and  to  one  another 
in  a common  bond  of  love. 

PART  I READINGS  FROM  THE  BIBLE 

1.  (At  entry  of  celebrant)  The  celebrant  and  his  ministers  are 
vested  in  sorrowful  black.  In  silence  they  proceed  to  the  altar  and  then 
prostrate  themselves  before  it  in  an  attitude  of  prayer.  The  congrega- 
tion now  kneels  and  with  bowed  heads  should  think  of  all  that  Christ 
suffered  for  man’s  salvation. 

2.  (At  end  of  the  prostration)  While  we  remain  kneeling,  the  cele- 
brant will  stand  and  sing  aloud  a prayer  which  reminds  us  that  the 
death  we  have  inherited  from  Adam’s  sin  was  destroyed  by  the  passion 
of  Christ,  the  new  Adam.  At  the  end  of  this  prayer  we  manifest  our 
agreement  by  singing  Amen. 

3.  (Before  first  lesson)  We  now  sit  to  listen  to  the  first  reading 
from  the  Bible.  It  is  taken  from  the  writings  of  the  prophet  Osee.  In 
his  words  we  see  a promise  of  Christ’s  resurrection  on  the  third  day. 

4.  (After  first  lesson)  While  we  remain  seated,  the  choir  chants 
an  anthem  which  sings  the  praises  of  God’s  justice  and  mercy. 

5.  (At  end  of  the  anthem)  All  now  rise.  The  celebrant  will  invite 
us  to  pray  with  him  by  means  of  the  word  Oremus.  At  the  invitation 
flectamus  genua  we  kneel  for  a few  moments  of  silent  prayer.  We  arise 
at  the  word  levate  and  the  celebrant  sums  up  our  prayers  in  a special 
oration.  We  make  this  prayer  our  own  by  singing  Amen  at  the  end. 

6.  (Before  second  lesson)  We  now  sit  to  hear  a reading  from  the 
writings  of  Moses.  The  text  reminds  us  that  the  ancient  Paschal  Lamb 
whose  blood  saved  the  Israelites  from  the  Egyptians  was  a symbol  of 
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the  true  Paschal  Lamb,  Jesus  Christ,  whose  blood  saved  us  from 
our  sins. 

7.  (After  second  lesson)  While  we  remain  seated,  the  choir  sings 
an  anthem  which  accentuates  the  confidence  we  should  always  have 
in  God  even  when  we  are  under  the  attacks  of  our  enemies. 

8.  (Before  reading  of  the  Passion)  We  now  stand  for  the  pro- 
clamation of  Christ  s sufferings  as  recorded  for  us  in  the  Gospel  of 
St.  John.  Through  these  words  we  are  placed  in  the  presence  of  the 
Christ  who  suffered  and  died  that  we  might  live. 

PART  II  THE  SOLEMN  PRAYERS 

1.  (While  celebrant  is  preparing  for  the  prayers)  We  now  begin 
the  second  part  of  today  s service  which  consists  of  solemn  prayers.  As 
Christ  upon  His  cross  prayed  for  the  needs  of  the  Church  and  for  all 
mankind,  so  we  now  pray  that  His  saving  grace  may  extend  to  all  men. 
It  is  important  to  observe  the  manner  in  which  we  are  to  say  these 
prayers:  the  celebrant  will  announce  the  special  intention  of  each 
prayer,  the  congregation  kneels  at  the  invitation  flectamus  genua  and 
prays  silently  for  the  intention  until  it  is  told  to  rise  by  means  of  the 
word  levate.  The  celebrant  then  sums  up  all  our  prayers  in  a special 
“collect”  and  we  consent  to  it  at  the  end  by  singing  Amen. 

2.  (Before  first  prayer)  We  first  pray  for  the  Holy  Church  that 
God  might  keep  her  in  peace  and  unity  that  her  saving  influence  might 
be  extended  to  all  peoples. 

8.  (Before  second  prayer)  We  now  pray  for  the  Pope  that  under 
his  fatherly  guidance  we  might  all  continue  to  grow  in  holiness. 

4.  (Before  third  prayer)  We  now  pray  for  all  God’s  holy  people 
that  they  might  render  faithful  service  to  God,  their  common  Father. 

5.  (Before  fourth  prayer)  We  now  pray  for  our  civil  rulers  that 
God  might  lead  them  along  the  path  of  justice  and  peace. 

6.  (Before  fifth  prayer)  We  now  pray  for  converts  under  instruc- 
tion that  soon  they  might  have  the  joy  of  sharing  with  us  the  Catholic 
Faith. 

7.  (Before  sixth  prayer)  We  now  pray  for  the  whole  world  that  it 
might  be  freed  from  temporal  and  spiritual  afflictions. 

8.  (Before  seventh  prayer)  We  now  pray  for  unity  in  the  Church 
that  all  who  bear  the  name  Christian  may  be  seen  as  true  brothers  in 
the  Lord. 

9.  (Before  eighth  prayer)  We  now  pray  for  the  Jewish  People  that 
they  might  see  in  Christ  the  expected  Messiah. 
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10.  (Before  ninth  prayer)  We  now  pray  for  the  pagans  that  they, 
leaving  behind  their  false  gods,  might  return  to  the  worship  of  the 
one,  true  God. 

PART  III  ADORATION  OF  THE  CROSS 

1.  (After  conclusion  of  the  Prayers)  We  now  proceed  to  the  third 
portion  of  the  Good  Friday  service:  the  adoration  of  the  cross. 

2.  (As  crucifix  is  brought  out)  In  a dramatic  fashion  a veiled  cruci- 
fix is  carried  from  the  sacristy.  In  three  stages  the  celebrant  will  pro- 
ceed to  unveil  the  crucifix  which  has  been  hidden  from  our  sight  since 
Passion  Sunday.  Holding  it  aloft  for  us  to  see,  we  are  confronted  with 
the  shocking  things  our  sins  have  done  to  Christ. 

3.  (Just  before  unveiling)  As  the  crucifix  is  gradually  unveiled, 
three  times  the  celebrant  and  his  ministers  hold  it  up  for  all  to  see  and 

£4)  sing  “Behold  the  wood  of  the  cross  on  which  hung  our  salvation”.  Each 
time  the  congregation  kneels  and  replies  Venite^acforenHis,  “Come 
let  us  adore  it.” 

4.  (After  the  unveiling)  Now  there  follows  the  solemn  adoration 
of  the  unveiled  crucifix  by  the  celebrant  and  his  ministers.  When  this 
is  finished  it  will  be  brought  to  the  sanctuary  rail  to  be  adored  by  all 
the  faithful.  One  who  goes  to  venerate  the  cross  must  pledge  himself  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  crucified  Lord. 


PART  IV  THE  COMMUNION  SERVICE 


1.  (Just  before  ministers  go  to  repository)  We  now  prepare  to  re- 
ceive Holy  Communion,  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Him  who  hung  upon 
the  cross  for  our  salvation. 


2.  (As  ministers  return  from  repository)  All  kneel  while  the  breads 
which  were  consecrated  at  yesterday’s  Mass  are  brought  from  the 
altar  of  repose  to  the  high  altar. 


3.  (Just  as  the  Sacrament  is  brought  to  the  high  altar)  When  the 
Blessed  Sacrament  is  placed  on  the  high  altar  the  celebrant  invites  us 
to  pray  with  him.  We  all  then  recite  the  Pater  Noster  in  preparation 
for  the  reception  of  Holy  Communion. 

4.  (When  Holy  Communion  has  been  distributed)  The  celebrant 
will  now  purify  his  fingers,  and  then,  standing  at  the  center  of  the  altar, 
will  sing  three  ancient  prayers  of  thanksgiving  after  Communion.  At 
the  end  of  each  prayer  we  sing  Amen. 
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TO  BE  READ  AS  THE  MINISTERS  RETIRE  TO  THE  SACRISTY 

Through  the  celebration  of  this  Good  Friday  liturgy  we  have  just 
recalled  to  our  minds  the  sufferings  and  death  of  Christ  who,  on  this 
day,  offered  Himself  for  our  salvation. 

Our  sentiments  should  certainly  be  those  of  sorrow  when  we  see 
what  Christ  Himself  suffered  for  our  sins.  Yet,  we  should  also  have 
sentiments  of  joy  since  Christ’s  death  upon  the  cross  marks  a tremen- 
dous victory  for  the  fallen  sons  of  Adam:  through  His  death  He  has 
brought  us  to  life  again. 

Today  we  have  celebrated  a victory  which  is  still  hidden  beneath 
a seeming  defeat.  Tomorrow  evening  we  shall  celebrate  in  the  full- 
ness of  joy  the  mystery  of  the  resurrection  by  which  the  victory  of  Cal- 
vary was  revealed  and  by  which  Calvary’s  blessings  were  extended  to 
all  mankind. 

Between  now  and  the  Easter  Vigil  we  should  keep  a period  of 
prayer  and  silence  as  the  Church  waits  for  the  Resurrection. 


EASTER  VIGIL  COMMENTARY 

TO  BE  READ  BEFORE  CELEBRANTS  ENTRANCE 

The  Easter  Vigil  is  the  climax  of  Holy  Week,  the  celebration  of 
Christ’s  Resurrection  from  the  dead.  We  have  spent  the  day  at  the 
tomb  of  Christ,  meditating  upon  His  Passion  and  Death.  The  altar  has 
been  left  bare,  the  Holy  Sacrifice  has  not  been  celebrated.  Now,  in 
this  night  of  Resurrection,  we  renew  the  mystery  of  light  coming  forth 
from  darkness,  of  life  coming  forth  from  death.  This  is  a night  of  watch- 
ing and  waiting,  a time  of  expectation.  . . with  ever-increasing  joy  until 
we  reach  the  high  point  of  the  Easter  mystery,  in  the  celebration  of  the 
first  Mass  of  Easter. 

During  the  Vigil  service  we  must  take  part  with  mind  and  heart 
and  will  in  all  the  words  and  phrases  and  actions  of  this  night.  We  must 
respond  from  full  hearts  to  the  celebrant’s  prayer,  to  the  solemn  litanies, 
to  the  baptismal  questions.  This  is  the  principal  mystery  of  the  Church’s 
calendar,  the  greatest  moment  of  the  Church’s  year.  It  is  a time  of  grace 
and  holiness  and  renewal.  As  we  have  died  with  Christ  to  sin,  so  now 
we  rise  with  Christ  to  new  life  and  to  the  promise  of  life  without  end 

The  Easter  Vigil  has  three  main  parts: 

1.  The  Light  Service. 

2.  The  Baptismal  Service. 

3.  The  Eucharistic  Service. 
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PART  I THE  LIGHT  SERVICE 


WHEN  THE  CELEBRANT  HAS  COME  TO  THE  CHURCH  ENTRANCE 

1.  The  Easter  Vigil  begins  with  a service  of  light.  The  light  is  the- 
light  of  Christ  which  is  to  illumine  the  darkness  of  sin. 

2.  A fire  is  now  lighted  from  a spark  struck  from  flint-as  the  light 
of  Christ  came  forth  from  His  stone  tomb. 

3.  Now  the  fire  is  blessed  with  a prayer  that  we  might  be  set  afire 
with  a longing  from  the  brightness  of  heaven. 

4.  Now  the  fire  is  blessed  with  Holy  Water  and  honored  with 
incense. 

DURING  THE  BLESSING  OF  THE  EASTER  CANDLE 

1.  The  Easter  Candle  is  a symbol  of  the  risen  Christ.  Just  as  the  pil- 
lar of  fire  led  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt,  so  the  pillar  of  fire  which  is 
the  risen  Christ  leads  us  out  of  the  captivity  of  sin  and  darkness.  When 
it  has  been  blessed  and  lighted  it  will  be  carried  in  solem  procession 
through  the  church  as  a sign  of  Christ  risen  in  glory,  at  the  head  of  His 
people. 

2.  First  the  celebrant  marks  the  candle  with  the  Cross  of  our  sal- 
vation, and  with  the  first  and  last  letters  of  the  Greek  Alphabet  to  signi- 
fy that  Christ  is  the  beginning  and  end  of  all  things.  Then  he  marks  it 
with  the  numerals  of  this  year  which  is  now  consecrated  in  a special 
way  to  our  triumphant  King. 

3.  Next  the  celebrant  inserts  five  grains  of  incense  in  the  candle 
and  lights  it  from  the  flame  of  the  Easter  fire.  The  incense  grains  are 
signs  of  the  five  wounds  in  Christ’s  body,  now  the  glorious  signs  of 
Christ’s  triumph  over  death,  the  source  of  our  salvation. 

AT  THE  SOLEMN  PROCESSION 

As  we  go  into  the  darkened  Church,  the  deacon  will  proclaim  the 
glad  news  of  Christ’s  Resurrection  by  lifting  up  on  high  the  candle 
which  is  the  symbol  of  the  risen  Christ. 

Three  times  he  will  stop  and  in  a loud  voice  will  sing  Lumen 
Christi  (light  of  Christ).  We  genuflect  and  answer  in  a loud  voice 
Deo  Gratias  (thanks  be  to  God).  At  the  first  stop  the  celebrant  will 
light  his  candle  from  the  Easter  Candle;  at  the  second  stop  all  the  min- 
isters light  their  candles;  at  the  third  stop  the  candles  of  all  the  people 
in  the  Church  are  lighted. 

JUST  BEFORE  THE  EASTER  SONG,  THE  EXULTET 

1.  The  light  of  Christ  now  illumines  all  present,  and  as  light  scat- 
ters darkness  so  Christ  masters  the  power  of  evil  through  His  sacred 
Resurrection. 
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2.  The  Deacon,  after  incensing  the  Easter  Candle  then  prepares 
to  sing  the  Exultet,  the  official  Easter  song,  the  gladest  hymn  of  all 
the  Church’s  year.  We  and  the  Deacon  join  in  praise  of  Christ,  risen 
from  the  dead,  the  light  of  the  world.  This  is  the  holiest  night  of  all 
human  history,  prefigured  in  all  the  centuries  before  Christ.  This  is 
truly  the  blessed  night  when  Christ  rose  from  the  dead,  when  heaven 
is  wedded  to  earth,  and  God  to  man. 

3.  At  the  end  all  should  extinguish  candles. 

PART  II  THE  BAPTISMAL  SERVICE 

BEFORE  THE  READING  OF  THE  LESSONS 

We  have  rejoiced  in  the  Resurrection  and  in  the  brilliance  of  that 
light  which  stands  for  the  risen  Savior.  Now  we  direct  our  thoughts  to 
Holy  Baptism  ...  in  which  we  are  buried  with  Christ  and  rise  with 
Him,  in  which  we  are  made  dead  to  sin  that  we  may  live  unto  glory. 
Life  and  grace  come  forth  from  the  power  of  Christ’s  death  and  resur- 
rection. In  Baptism  we  receive  this  newness  of  life  by  being  buried 
with  Christ  when  we  are  put  into  the  water  and  by  rising  with  Him  to 
the  newness  of  life  when  we  are  taken  from  the  water.  This  is  the 
great  mystery  of  Baptism  that  God  should  give  us  new  life,  His  life, 
through  water  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

BEFORE  THE  READING  OF  THE  FIRST  LESSON 

We  now  listen  to  a few  readings  taken  from  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament.  These  lessons  contain  images  and  foreshadowings  of  Chris- 
tian Baptism.  The  first  lesson  tells  the  story  of  creation.  It  is  to  remind 
us  of  the  new  creation  which  Christ  brings  about  in  us  through  Bap- 
tism. The  Father  made,  the  Son  re-made;  the  Father  created,  the  Son 
redeemed. 

BEFORE  THE  READING  OF  THE  SECOND  LESSON 

We  now  sit  down  and  listen  to  the  reading  of  the  second  lesson. 
It  tells  of  the  flight  of  the  Israelite  people  from  Egypt.  As  they  were  led 
to  safety  through  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea,  so  we  are  led  through  the 
baptismal  waters  to  freedom  from  sin,  newness  of  life  and  promise  of 
eternal  glory. 

BEFORE  THE  READING  OF  THE  THIRD  LESSON 

In  this  lesson  the  prophet  Isaiah  describes  the  Church,  cleansed 
and  purified  by  holy  Baptism.  We  are  reminded  also  that  we  have  to 
keep  our  baptismal  purity  free  from  all  stain  of  sin. 
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BEFORE  THE  READING  OF  THE  FOURTH  LESSON 

In  this  lesson  we  are  reminded  that  even  the  chosen  ones  of  God 
may  fall.  Just  as  the  Jewish  people  fell  after  their  liberation  from 
slavery  so  also  may  we  fall  into  sin  once  again  if  we  do  not  fully  co- 
operate with  God’s  grace. 

AFTER  THE  END  OF  THE  LESSONS 

We  now  kneel  and  beg  the  help  of  God’s  saints  by  a recitation 
of  the  Litany  of  the  Saints.  We  here  pray  that  all  the  baptized  may 
have  the  grace  to  remain  strong  in  their  Faith.  Our  responses  should 
be  loud  and  clear  as  we  call  upon  God  for  mercy  and  upon  His  saints 
for  their  prayers  in  our  behalf. 

AFTER  THE  FIRST  PART  OF  THE  LITANIES 

The  waters  of  Baptism  must  now  be  blessed  and  made  holy  by 
the  Church’s  prayer.  Again  and  again  the  celebrant  will  call  down  God’s 
favor  upon  the  water,  that  many  Christians  may  be  bom  again  from 
this  blessed  element.  Finally  the  Easter  candle  itself,  the  symbol  of 
Christ  risen  from  the  grave,  will  be  plunged  into  the  water  three  times 
to  show  the  power  of  God’s  grace  that  will  be  granted  to  all  those 
washed  with  this  water. 

BEFORE  PROCESSION  TO  THE  FONT 

Now  the  baptismal  water,  made  holy  by  solemn  prayers,  by  the 
candle  of  the  risen  Christ,  and  by  the  sacred  oils,  is  carried  in 
procession  to  the  baptismal  font:  the  sacred  place  where  new  Chris- 
tians will  be  made  in  this  coming  year.  From  the  font  will  rise  up  new 
Catholics,  new  with  the  life  of  Christ  born  of  God’s  grace,  through  the 
waters  of  Baptism  which  have  been  blessed  before  our  eyes. 

WHILE  THE  PROCESSION  RETURNS  FROM  THE  FONT 

We  now  prepare  for  the  solemn  renewal  of  our  Baptismal  vows: 
those  promises  which  we  made  so  long  ago  when  we  were  first  Bap- 
tized. Once  again  we  light  our  candles  from  the  flame  of  the  Easter 
candle  which  is  the  symbol  of  Christ.  Next  we  listen  to  the  celebrant’s 
instruction  and  then  renew  our  promises  of  Baptism.  With  the  light 
of  Christ  in  our  hands  we  pledge  again  to  be  faithful  to  the  graces 
given  to  us  and  promised  to  us  at  Baptism. 

AFTER  THE  RENEWAL  OF  THE  BAPTISMAL  PROMISES 

We  now  end  our  vigil  and  prepare  for  the  celebration  of  Holy 
Mass.  During  Mass  we  must  remember  that  we  are  all  one  family  in 
Christ  because  we  are  all  united  one  to  another  through  the  Sacrament 
of  Baptism  which  we  received  at  birth  and  through  the  Sacrament  of 
Holy  Communion  which  we  shall  receive  at  this  first  Mass  of  Easter. 
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